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Letter from your 
Principals
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February 2022

Dear Cougar Leaders,

Welcome to Quarter Three! February is a month that 

we can focus on how kindness and friendship can change 

the world. It is important that we try our very best to be a 

good friend. Being a good friend goes hand in hand with 

our LEAD expectations. 

We are always encouraging our Cougar Leaders to 

“Be Proud to LEAD”. Cougar Leaders often earn Proud to 

Lead certificates! These certificates are presented to 

students on Fridays. As principals, we love these visits! 

Watching Cougar Leaders display Proud to Lead 

expectations is so awesome. 

This month we are asking that you join us on our 

February Challenge. An act of kindness impacts more 

people than we know. The person that received the 

kindness, but also ourselves for being kind! Win-win for all! 

The last few years have not been easy for many as it 

brought many unforeseen challenges. One way we can 

turn things around for all is by showing compassion and 

kindness to all. It’s important to be positive and keep a 

smile on your face. We love seeing our leaders “Be Proud 

to Lead” and create lasting friendships. 

As always, thank you for ALL that you do to share in our 

success. We appreciate your continued support.

Your Principals,

Mrs. Kristina Kelch
Mrs. Melody Hazeltine



Important Dates In 

February!

Scholastic Book Fair : Feb. 2-11
Progress Reports Go Home : Feb. 14

Culver’s Spirit Night: Feb. 16 
Random Act of Kindness Day: Feb. 17
President’s Day (No School) : Feb. 21



Stay Connected with 

Kingsway 



Our Vision : 

On a mission to reach 
student success

we will provide a safe, 
student-centered
environment that 

empowers 
students to become 

responsible,
life long learners. 
#Pawsitivelycontagious



Kindergarten
Hello Kindergarten Families!

The month of January has flown by so quickly! We have worked super 
hard this month showing what we know. Our kindergarten students 
have completed DRA testing. This is a one-on-one reading assessment 
for all students. Our end-of-year expectation is a DRA level 6. We 
have also completed our STAR test, this is a test that helps measure 
our progress. If you have not already received this information, please 
be on the look out it will be sent home soon!

So many of our students are super eager to read. It is very important 
to read with your child nightly, they benefit tremendously from this 
experience. Other than spending quality time and practicing their 
reading skills, our students can read books and take AR tests at 
school!

Please continue working on CVC and sight words. There are many fun 
ways that you can practice these words through games like memory 
and bingo. In math, we are continuing to learn about addition and 
subtraction! You can also practice these skills at home with simple 
materials that make learning fun for your child.

Please remember to be here on time, we start our day at 8:40 and we 
do not want your child to miss out on any learning opportunities.

Ms. Booher, Ms. Crumrine, Ms. O'Connor, Ms. Potempa, & Ms. Renicks



1st grade
FIRST GRADE ROCKS!

We are so proud of all of our first graders! They have been working so 
hard and have learned many new things this month!

In Language Arts, we are learning about how stories teach many 
lessons and how we can learn from mistakes. We are continuing to work 
on writing. Students have also identified words with long vowel sounds.
In math, we have been working on various strategies to solve addition 
and subtraction word problems. We have also learned how to find 
missing addends, add three numbers, and identify true/false equations. 
Students are still actively using IXL on their Chromebooks to practice 
and enrich their math skills.

In science, we have been focusing on Earth’s Surface. We have 
been exploring rocks and soil, water on Earth, and changes to land.

In Social Studies, we have learned about rights and responsibilities, 
communities, changes in communities, and life long ago.

Please note that there are many programs students can access at 
home for additional practice. Students have access to Class Link and 
programs like IXL, MyOn, Epic and more!

It is important to review our “Proud to Lead” expectations with 
your child at home. This can be found on our school’s Facebook page 
and other social media accounts. Please continue to check LiveSchool
points and review this with your child at home.

Students have been working so hard on completing their 
homework assignments and turning them in on time! Practice makes 
perfect! Please continue to practice spelling words and review weekly 
skills with your child at home.

As always, thank you for your continued support and for being 
proactive in your child’s education.
-The First Grade Team



2nd grade
Hello 2nd grade families! It’s hard to believe it is already February! In 

January we had a busy month with midyear assessments, reading and 

taking AR tests to reach our Words Read Goal, and Winterpalooza! We 

also had fun with our theme days for Celebrate Literacy Week!

Coming up this month, we are looking forward to the Scholastic Book 

Fair!

In ELA, we have been learning about folktales and what lesson we can 

learn from them. We have also been continuing with comprehension 

skills such as using story elements to retell a story and determining the 

theme of a story. We are also still working on improving reading fluency 

and our phonics lessons.

In math we have been learning about place value with three-digit 

numbers and using various strategies to solve word problems. In Science 

we have been learning about force and motion, and how it is all around us 

and used every day. Social Studies has been focused on exploring maps 

and globes. In writing we have been working on personal narratives and 

writing a 5-7 sentence paragraph.

Don’t forget that FRE is the place to be! Mrs. Gartner always has fun 

activities going on and can help you and your child pick out great books 

to read!

Please continue to work with your child to make sure they can tie their 

own shoes. Continue to check binders, Liveschool and Remind daily for 

important information. We look forward to a great and successful second 

half of the year.

Thank you for your continued PAWSitivity!

-The Second Grade Team J



3rd grade
Hello 3rd grade families!

Quarter 3 is underway, and our students are working hard! We are so 
proud of their PAWSitivity and hope to see continued academic gains as 
we continue with the second half of the school year.💙🐾

In ELA (reading and writing), students have been reading informational 
texts to identify an author's purpose, an author's claim, and the 
evidence to support that claim. Students have been discussing how 
characters develop throughout the plot of a story. Students have also 
been practicing different types of writing, including opinion essays and 
historical fiction narratives!

In Science, students are working hard on their unit on energy! Students 
are learning about forms of energy, changes in energy, and heat and 
light.

In Social Studies, students are learning about levels of government, 
being a good citizen, reporting the news, and all about our local 
government.

In Math, students are within Critical Concept 9- Fractions! Along with 
learning our standards, we are also doing daily FSA practice questions 
to prepare our students for the Math FSA. We also are continuing to 
practice multiplication and division facts as often as possible, but please 
practice these facts with your child at home as well!

Please encourage your child to read at least 30 minutes nightly,       
work towards meeting their individual goals, and to complete the 
homework their teacher assigns them.
Thank you for your continued support!🙂
Proud to Lead,
Your 3rd grade team💙🐾



4th grade
We LOVE our students to show up every day ready to learn. It is cold and flu season-
remind your children to wash their hands frequently, dress appropriately for the 
cooler weather, drink lots of fluids, and get plenty of rest. We miss them when they 
are not in our classrooms.

In math this month, we will begin multiplying fractions. It is important that our 4th 
graders have their multiplication facts memorized. Take a few minutes every day to 
practice the multiplication facts 0-12! Dollar Tree has multiplication fact flashcards 
that you can use to work with your child. You can go to AAAMath.com, and Kahn 
Academy, as well.

In reading, the 4th grade will begin unit 8- How do Earth’s natural processes impact 
our lives? We will be reading texts about earthquakes and volcanoes. Vocabulary 
terms we will be discussing in our classrooms include: collided, magnitude, 
wrenching, ominously, distinctive, substantially, far-reaching, hazardous, daunting, 
reluctantly, and immersed. In Florida, we don’t experience these types of Earth’s 
natural processes. Talk to your child if you have had any experiences with these 
occurrences in nature.

During the month of February, we celebrate Presidents’ Day. Talk to your child about 
our President and the importance of his role to our country. There is no school 
February 18th and February 21st to celebrate Presidents Day. “Originally established 
in 1885 in recognition of President George Washington, the holiday became 
popularly known as Presidents' Day after it was moved as part of 1971’s Uniform 
Monday Holiday Act, an attempt to create more three-day weekends for the nation’s 
workers. While several states still have individual holidays honoring the birthdays of 
Washington, Abraham Lincoln and other figures, Presidents' Day is now popularly 
viewed as a day to celebrate all U.S. presidents, past and present.”-
https://www.history.com/topics/holidays/presidents-day

Students should read independently every day as well. Reading for 30 minutes a day 
at home can helps students to continue to earn AR points. Our Book Fair is coming 
soon. This is a great opportunity to buy a book to read at home and support KES.
Information will be coming home soon about an upcoming 4th grade field trip 
experience. Check your child’s planner and backpack daily.

The 4th Grade Team. 

https://www.history.com/topics/holidays/presidents-day


5th grade
Hello 5th Grade Families!!!

I can’t believe it is already February!!! Our soon to be middle schoolers 

are growing so fast and exceeding our expectations. They rocked our 

middle of the year testing. Please be sure to congratulate them on their 

growth and help them to set their goals for the future.

In Social Studies, we have been learning about the conflict that occurred 

in the Colonies and the events that lead to the Revolutionary War. We 

learned about the unfair laws and taxes that were passed by the British as 

well as some of the important people during this time period such as 

Thomas Jefferson and Thomas Paine. We also discussed Slavery and 

how it impacted society.

In Science, we are having lots of fun learning about our Solar System. We 

have learned the characteristics of our Solar System as well as our inner 

planets. We found it fascinating that not all planets have the same number 

of moons. We are becoming great Scientists and learning to ask some 

great questions. The more we inquire the more we will discover.

In Math, we are currently learning how to multiply fractions. This has been 

a challenge but we are rocking right through it. We are using visual area 

models and number lines to help us. The trickiest part is picking apart the 

word problem so we know what it is asking us.

In Language Arts, we are focusing on comparing multiple texts. We have 

broken apart the text’s structure to see how the structure of the writing 

better helps us to understand the author’s point. We are also comparing 

various perspectives of one topic so we can see how perspective changes 

how the events are portrayed.

Thank you for your continued support. Please continue to support 

your child’s reading and encourage them to continue to increase their AR 

points and words read. We are so proud of our reader leaders. We hope 

to continue to move their reading in a positive direction and continue to 

increase our goals.

Warm Regards,

The 5th Grade Team

Ms. Litman, Ms. Murphy, Mrs. Umbras, Mrs. McKnight



CD
There has been a flurry of learning in the 
Communication Disorders classes this month! ❄️

In Ms. Dumont’s class we are practicing our addition and subtraction 
within 10 and reviewing our math vocabulary. We are learning about 
technology and how helpful it is to our lives. In social studies we are 
learning about maps and globes. Students were amazed to learn that 
there is more water than land on our earth! In science we continue to 
learn about matter and have made thinking maps to describe each state 
of matter.

In Mrs. Graddy’s class, Reading: Phonics: Vowel–C-e Syllable Patterns; 
Consonant-le Syllable Patterns; Vowel Team oi, oy, ou, ow; Drawing 
inferences, Determining Author’s Purpose; Writing: Produce Complete 
Simple Sentences; Write Opinion Essays; Math: Story problems using 
addition and subtraction.

In Ms. Hohmann's and Mrs. Liszak’s class, 4th & 5th graders have been 
learning about technology and are now learning about changes that have 
shaped our country. 4th grade is learning about the transcontinental 
railroad, and 5th grade is learning about the American Revolution. We’ve 
practiced phonics and grammar skills, text structure and text features, 
comparing and contrasting two sources, and an author’s perspective or 
argument. In math, the 4th graders have been adding & subtracting 
fractions, with like denominators and with mixed numbers. 5th graders 
have been using taught strategies to multiply and divide with fractions. In 
Social Studies, 4th graders learned about St. Augustine and 5th graders 
learned about Jamestown. In Science, the 4th graders have been learning 
about Energy & Motion and the 5th graders have been learning about 
Weather & Climate. We continue to work throughout each day on 
teamwork, problem solving, and managing stress and emotions.



CD cont.
In Mrs. Jurowicz’s third-grade class, students have been finding the areas for 

rectangular and non-rectangular shapes. We are now starting to learn about 
fractions. In reading we are learning how to decide between important and 
unimportant information in a text. We are also learning about communities. In 
social studies, we have been learning about how to be a good citizen. We are 
learning how plants make their own food with the help of leaves. Each day, we 
work on how to be a good classmate to our peers and to use our strategies when 
we need to feel calm.

In Mrs. Awad’s class, students have been solving one-step word problems using 
adding and subtracting/ multiplying and dividing. We will begin learning about 
fractions and money. In reading we are learning about how to solve problems using 
technology and to identify the author's purpose in a text. We are also learning 
about different communities and how history, culture and geographical locations 
impact the community. In Science, we are learning about plant and animal cycles 
and plant needs. In social studies we are learning about Maps and Globes. Each day 
we work on regulating our feelings to cope with non-preferred situations and how 
our behaviors/actions impact others.

In Miss Wyman’s we have been focusing on communication skills and engaging with 
our peers. In science, we are learning about matter and energy. In English, we have 
been working on reading comprehension questions, building sentences, sequencing 
a story, sight words, identifying letters and corresponding letter sounds. In math, 
our class has been working on identifying colors, classifying shapes, number 
identification, 1:1 correspondence, addition, subtraction, rounding, division and 
multiplication. In social studies, we are learning about the compass rose, holidays 
around the world, maps and globes.

In Miss. Ulrich’s class, we have been working on adding and subtracting tens. When 
adding and subtracting tens we have been using manipulatives like counting bears, 
cubes, and blocks. In ELA, we have been reading all about technology and how 
technology makes a difference in our lives. In social studies we have been looking at 
maps and discussing the earth's surface. We continue to work on using our voices 
to express how we are feeling. 



ESE• Reading Strategy

Chunking can be used to break up reading material into manageable parts. Chunking 
will work for all grade levels. It is breaking the text into manageable bites so the 
students can focus on comprehending bit by bit.

• Math strategy

Journaling of math encounters may help students reflect on the math techniques 
they just learned. By just jotting down one thing they learned today about math or 
saw outside of the home about math, will go a long way in helping students enjoy 
math and remember the concepts.

• Kindergarten

In reading, we are working on reading left to right, comparing and contrasting 
characters’ experiences in stories, and sorting vocabulary words into categories. The 
phonics review for this unit was b, u, r, and the word families of -at, -un, and -ip. In 
math, we are working on collecting and sorting into categories and comparing 
categories by counting the objects in each category.

• First Grade

In reading, we are working on locating the parts of books, pausing during fluency, 
determining the text importance, explaining the similarities and differences between 
information in visuals and words. The phonics review for this unit was long a, long o, 
soft c/g, short vowels, consonant blends, and digraphs. In math, we are identifying 
the number that is one more, one less, ten more, and ten less than a given two-digit 
number.

• Second Grade

In reading, we are working on distinguishing between important and unimportant 
information, identifying the central idea and relevant details, identifying and using 
context clues to determine the meaning. The phonics review for this unit was vowel 
teams with oi/oy and ou/ow. In math, we are showing and explaining multiple 
strategies to solve a subtraction problem within 1,000.

• Third Grade

In reading, we are working on identifying text structures, using word relationships to 
determine the meaning, forming and using compound sentences, and writing 
opinion essays. The phonics review was VCe syllable patterns, vowel r syllable 
patterns, and inflectional endings with -ed and -ing. In math, we are learning how to 
analyze a set of shapes to create possible categories and subcategories for a set of 
two-dimensional shapes.

• Fourth Grade

In reading, we are working on explaining the author’s claims, reasons, and evidence 
and using conjunctions to join words and phrases. The phonics review for this unit 
was hard and soft c/g, r-controlled vowels with ar, or, oar, ore, er, ir, and ur. In math, 
we are working on finding equivalent fractions.

• Fifth Grade

In reading, we are working on drawing inferences, using comparative and superlative 
forms of adjectives, and explaining the development of themes. The phonics review 
for this unit was noun suffixes -ology, -ant, -er, -or, and -ery. In math, we are working 
on adding and subtracting fractions.



The special area team is unique, as we each do our best to enrich each child’s 
educational experience by providing lessons in our field of expertise. We have 
briefly highlighted what students are working on while attending their special area 
classes.  STEM:

Students ended the year strong in STEM!  Upper grades tackled a STEM Challenge 

(balancing a tree), and the younger grades completed some coding games.  It was 

a fun way to end the year and focus on some team building skills.

Fifth graders continued their electrifying work on circuits.  A special shoutout to Ms. 

Umbras’ class for designing their own experiments that involved circuits.  I’m so proud and 

appreciate the extra time and effort you made for your investigations.

We started the year applying what we learned about the human body in third and fourth 

grades and worked on making predictions about weather based on our observations of 

clouds in grades K-2.

I look forward to seeing more fabulous work from our Cougars in the coming weeks!

Scientifically yours,

Ms. Clark

Spectacular Specials Spotlight
.  



Spectacular Specials Spotlight Continued

.  Media
Media is continuing to support literacy for our students. The end of 
January, we celebrated Literacy Week. The theme for Celebrate Literacy 
Week was, Launch into Literacy, Blast off into New Worlds. Our Kingsway 
cougars participated in a variety of activities that supported and 
promoted literacy. Friday, the 28th was a favorite for the students as each 
child was given a finger flashlight to read their favorite book with in the 
dark. What fun!

February 2nd  through the 11th will be our book fair. The “Minions of 
Books” fair is to help your child discover new books, complete series, find 
their favorite characters, and more! Look a flyer that lists the shopping 
days and times for shopping the fair on campus. You’ll  also love the ease 
of shopping the book fair from the interactive virtual book fair cases while 
enjoying the free shipping on book-only purchases over $25.

You may shop the Scholastic Store online which features over 6,000 
items, OR through our Virtual Book Fair link, with over 200 top-selling 
books. All orders ship directly to your home.

Please visit our Kingsway Book Fair homepage or scan the QR code. 

https://www.scholastic.com/bf/kingsway

We thank you in advance for supporting our media fundraiser, as 
this helps our library buy new books for the students .

For the love of reading, 
~ Ms. K

https://www.scholastic.com/bf/kingsway


Spectacular Specials Spotlight Continued

Art
During the month of January, students in grades 1-5 are working on 

creating artwork that is personal and meaningful to them. Students in
grades 1-2 are creating self portraits through the collage method. 
Students in grades 3-4 are working with geometric and organic shapes to 
create a beautiful, abstract map of their favorite place. Students in grade 
5 are working on the project titled “ Eye am who I am.” This project 
features several personal symbols/patterns/subjects that are personal 
and meaningful to students, centered around an eye that is colored to 
look like theirs. Students are putting in so much effort in art this month, 
and I am so proud of the work they are producing! 

Jan.28 – Feb. 6th is the Charlotte County Fair. Please stop by our booth at 
the fair to show support for our students’ outstanding work from the first 
half of the school year!

The winning entry for the 
Yearbook Cover Contest is
featured below. All finalists in
this contest will have their
artwork featured on the inside
pages of the yearbook! 



tHe CounseLor’s CHaIr

What does a school counselor do?
Parents are often unclear about what a school counselor actually 
does in their student’s school and how to go about asking for                                          
assistance from the school counselor. Here are a few general                           
guidelines and suggestions about how to utilize the school counselor’s training and 
experience.
I’ll begin with introducing myself and my training and experience. I began my career 
in education by teaching grades K-2 for twelve years, with a special endorsement in 
Kindergarten. I earned a Master’s degree in Education with a special license in School 
Counseling. I am licensed for the state of Florida for counseling in grades pre-K 
through 12th grade, and I have experience working at all these levels. I have also 
worked as a child sexual abuse counselor, a supervisor in a domestic violence shelter, 
and a liaison between C.A.R.E., Camelot and the Department of Children and 
Families. In addition, I have completed additional course work in drug and alcohol 
counseling and completed a practicum to hone those skills.
The purpose of a school counselor, in its most simple terms, is to provide help to our 
students that will enable them to meet their academic goals with the greatest 
facility. Most often, this help comes in the form of listening to their concerns and 
feelings and finding resources that they and/or their families might benefit from. 
School counselors do not provide mental health therapy; rather, we are
trained to pick up on and narrow down the issues children face that might impede 
their learning.
School counselors are an initial point of contact. We meet briefly with students and, 
once we have helped them identify their troubling issues, we provide parents with 
resources they can use to follow up for longer term assistance.
In addition to this primary responsibility, school counselors also manage the Multi-
Tiered System of Supports (and Response to Intervention), 504 plans, and English 
Language Learners’ programs.
We sometimes present lessons in classrooms that address a topic of general 
relevance, such as Conflict Resolution, Good/Bad Secrets, Expression of Feelings, and 
many more. It is another way for students to get to feel comfortable with the school 
counselor in case of the need to talk.
If you have a concern about the social and/or emotional well being of your child, 
please feel free to call me at 941-255-7590 x3616. Please leave a message if I do not 
immediately answer, as I am on another call, in a meeting, or with a student.
I’m here to help! I love my Kingsway Cougars and want them to have the happiest, 
healthiest life possible, believing that they are unique and that their thoughts and 
feelings are real and matter to us at KES!
Mrs. Turner. Ms.Ed



Family Reading Experience
“FRE is the place to BE” 

FREE books, weekly prize buckets, quality time 
with your child, and tips for successful learning 
experiences are ALL available to you at FRE!

As always FRE is open Monday's 7:30-8:30 Kinder and Fifth, 
Wednesday 7:30-8:30 First and Fourth and Friday 7:30-8:30 Second 
and Third. Wednesday afternoon 3:10-3:40 any family unable to 
attend in the morning. Please remember to send in a note for 
dismissal purposes to your child's teacher. Check in the office upon 
arrival and meet you child in FRE.

FRE offers many opportunities for you and your Cougar Leader to 
check out level appropriate books to build their AR points and reach 
their goals!

I look forward to all of you visiting FRE as we work together to 
support our Cougar Leaders! If I can be of any help to you or your 
Cougar Leader, please let me know! I can be reached by email at 
emilee.gartner@yourcharlotteschools.net or 941-255-7590 ext. 
3663.



Featured STAFF Member
Welcome, Vicky Daly

Mrs. Daly is our school’s new social 
worker! We are so excited to have her. She is 
already doing wonderful things with the 
children of Kingsway, and she is very happy to 
be a part of our Cougar Leader family. Here is 
a quick message from Mrs. Daly regarding our 
newest initiative. 

“Kingsway Elementary will now have a small food 
pantry. Starting next week January 31, 2022, there will be 
a food pantry in room 220 for any student/family that 
could benefit. 

Students can come to the room at the end of the day, 
take a bag, pick some items, and take them home. No 
questions asked.

Anyone wanting to donate to the food pantry can do so 
by bringing in non-perishable items and dropping them 
off at the front office. ”



Special Featured Thinking Map 
This month, our featured Thinking Map is a Seeing Analogies 
Map.  Our Kingsway Cougars use Seeing Analogies Map 
frequently at school!  This map is great learning tool because it 
can be used to help students see the relationships between 
subjects, words, numbers, or items. 
It is so important for students to be able to understand the 
relationships between different subjects, and this Thinking Map 
does just that!

See the image below for more ideas and ways you can use a 

Seeing Analogies Map at home.  



FORTIFYFL
FortifyFL is a suspicious activity reporting tool that allows individuals to 
submit tips concerning unsafe, potentially harmful, dangerous, violent, or 
criminal activities and threats. Any suspicious activity or threat shall be 
promptly reported to one of the following individuals, agencies, or 
reporting tools:
• School Resource officer or local law enforcement agencies.
• School Admisntrator or any available staff member
• The ForifyFL Reporting APP or to the Crimestoppers Tipline (1-800-

780-TIPS).
• Contacting the Supervise of District Security and Emergency 

Management at 941-255-0808

REMIND
Cougar Families,
Please do not forget about our Remind App.  This free service let 
Kingsway Elementary send quick one-way messages via test to your cell 
phone.  We can stay in touch while keeping your personal contact 
information private.  We use this app to communicate many things like 
spirit nights, event reminders, and even things like rainy day dismissal 
notifications.  

SAC & PTO
Meeting Schedule:
March 22nd @ 6:00pm
April 19th @ 6:00pm



School Webpage
http://www.yourcharlotteschools.net
Kingway Elementary School

KINGSWAY ELEMENTARY 
23300 Quasar Blvd.
Port Charlotte, FL  
Phone: (941) 255-7590
Fax:     (941) 255-7591

Proud to Lead

The mission of Kingsway Elementary School 

is to provide a safe, student-centered learning environment 
that empowers students to become responsible, lifelong 

learners. 

Kristina Kelch
Principal

Melody Hazeltine
Assistant Principal

Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/KingswayEle
mentarySchool        


